MHTErpaumns. - :10- €CTb. NEPEXOA : OT CO3AaHMUA, Y CTYAEHTOB. AU(D(DEPEHLUPOBAHHOTO
obpasa: Aencranrenbnocrn K CUHTETMYECKOMY Ha OCHOBE Memnpenmernblx CBA3ei, BHeA-
PEHVE UHTErPATYBHBIX AUCLMNIMH HA BCEX CTYNEHAX 0ByueHns; -

-MHAMBUAYanNu3aLUma —.T0.8CTb y4eT BCel cucTembl nnnnan,qyanbnblx oco6eHHocren
TMYHOCTH, - COYETaHME. MHAMBUAYATTbHBIX M. KONMEKTUBHBIX (hopM paBoTbl C ofiapeHHbIMU
CTyaeHTamu, a Taioke BBEAEHVE : MHAMBUAYAIbHBIX- Y‘-leﬁHle NN&HOB . paannqnbrx BMAOB
0byueHwA C pasHbim OGLEMOM NOATOTOBKY; - ..

- HENPepbIBHOCTD - TO €CTb eAnHbIfi NMpoLiece, OXBaTblBalOLIJMM BCE' CTEneHN W YPOBHM
noaysoacxoro 'BYSOBCKOrO ¥ NOCNIEBY30BCKOr0 0bpasoBakks, oBycriosnusaiowi opmi-
poBaHue Y CTYAEHTOB W "CRyluaTeneil HasbikoB: caMooGpasoBaHs W yMeHus OpMeHTM-
poarsos B BCE BO3pACTalOLLEM NOTOKe TYPUCTCKOA MHopMaLn,”

" NparMaTuaM - 10 eCTb' YCUMEHe, BHUMaHHA K 0BRaAEHMI0 NPOGECCUOHaNbHO- npakT-
HecK/IMIA SHaHVAMY, pau,nonanbnon opraHvraaunn noecep,HeBHon Typvlcrcr(on REATeNsbHOCTA.
BaTeNbHbIX- CHCTEM, AAIOLMX HOBOE: KauecTBo ‘06pa3osaks Ans: noApacTaloulero’ foko-
NEHIS, OCHOBHBIMY NOKA3aTENAMU KOTOPOTO SBRAIOTCA TYPUCTCKAR: KOMNETEHTHOCTS, Npo-
qaeccvror-lannslvl KynbTypa W 3pyAMLMS, @ Takke YMEHue fymaTb W JyBCTBOBaTb: VIMEHHO
3TV Ka4YecTBa No3BONSHOT. FOBOPUTL O NPE3yMNLIMM BOCNUTaHNS U 0DPasoBaHus B Typuame n
c(hopMUpOBaTL NPOECCHOHaNbHYH- nanocrb l'lpM arom Ba)KeH He TOMbKO peayanaT HO
¥ cam npoLecc 0bpasoBaHust. - v’

EcTecTBeHHo,. YT nearorsauys Typvrcrcmro coaHaHuA opnenrnpyer MOJ’lOAE)Kb Ha
BbIGOp. o6paaoaareanbrx nporpaMm C-Lienblo Haubonee NMonHoi:peanv3atium ee nnrepe-
COB, €6 CTaHOBNEHNS 1 paasm‘nn B ccpepe Typncrm(on ,qeﬂreanocrn W 3aHATOCTH. . -

TOURISM FUNCTION AND CHOSEN PROTECTED AREAS IN POLAND
THE EXAMPLE OF "WARTA'S ESTUARY" NATIONAL PARK AND.
"BARYCZ VALLEY” LANDSCAPE PARK

Sylwra Graja-Zonrnska, Aleksandra Spychala
: *Poznan University of Life Science, Agritourism Unit, Poland

. The growing speed of e in big urban complexes and sudden technical progress make modem
man look for altemative: places of rest; in*close contact with nature: This tendency is especially
visible in highly developed: countries where the most popular (and ‘at the same time the most
expensive) tourist destinations are those which are far away from civilisation and offer. authentic
abundance of natural and cultural values. The attraction of offers of many tourist organisors is the
possrbrlrty to visit and stay in different protected areas, which in'many cases - thanks to controlled
men's interference during centuries < have kept high quality of the natural heritage. - - ‘

A rich structure of Polish protected areas allows to create tourist function of vaned spemallsatlon
profie. Adjusting traffic forms as well as tourist development to the rank of a given protected area is
the condition of keeping ecological batance and comfort of a tourist: In the most people protected
areas, national parks-can be’ recognrsed as such; “tourist function’ ~against the  theoretical
assumptions = is not created to care of keeping natural hentage As ’result there appear conﬂrcts
between natural scientists and local communities. Al e

“That'is why promotion of both-less known’ natronal parks as’ well as’ other protected
areas; such us landscape parks seems reasonable. Putting together the tendency to look for
alternatlve form of tourism trafic with-less popular: protected areas’ |s a’chance to develop
real balanced tourism, especially agro- and eco-tourism. SRV TR <
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{ This article was created in order to show and compare an existing tourism function on different
protected areas. Additionally it can depict that although protection is the most rmportant the tounsm
may develop as well. And what is more - its origin generates tourism movement. fne

“The article is based on research’carried out by authors in"the 2004- 2005 in-order to
fmeasure proportions of tourism traffic and tourism function on the protected areas

“ THE EXAMPLE OF "WARTA'S ESTUARY" NATIONAL PARK:

"Warta's Estuary" National Park covers 8074 ha and is the youngest place of this type in Po-
land, created in 2001. What is interesting, its creation was an initiative of local organisations and
rnhabrtants “The main reason for protecting this are was keeping settlement and feeding condi-
tions for different species of birds. Because of specific natural values of the. park, characterised
by the domination of mud and. water ecosystems (the indicator of woodiness wrthm the Park is
just 1% [8] the place is not an attractive tourist place for mass tourism.

The size of annual tourist traffic, according to Park's admlnrstratron is aboout 20 000
people This information is.reached based on the tickets sale to.the viewing-tower (in the
Park's headquarter), the sale of Ilcence cards for amateur f shrng and based on the number
of activities organised for groups. -

< “Analysing the dynamics of the number of tounsts wnthln chosen years (table No 1) we
need to'remember that at least 1/3 of the whole number.were people who stayed in the area
for a few hours (data received from the Park’s admrnrstratlon based on local researches)
Most of the visitors were partlcrpants of trips or local anglers.

""Quoted data confirm the growing interest in this area among tourists. Specrat increase of
~the number of visitors was observed in 2003, conceming‘both group and individual stays.
The reason for this phenomena can be found in the development of the Park's offer aimed
at groups as well as in publishing information about this protected area nationally and inter-
nationally. Accordmg to the data received from the Park's administration, over 80% of the
tourist traffic is made of national tourists and the rest = - foreign tourists, most of whom are
German, which is a result of the closeness of the Pohsh Gennan border

‘TableNo1 '

- The size of tourist trafflc reg|stered by "Wartas Estuary Natlonal Park's administration in
years 2001-2004

Lear - - Total number of vrsutors The number of people parhcrpatmg in organised stays
Q001 v e 40000 e s T e e AAR e
S 20020 e T '2873“'
2003 18000 Cofe it st 4079

-2004 - |- 20000 - S e 5082 -

“Source: authors study based on data provrded by "Wartas Estuary National Park's ad-
mlnlstratron L

As a_result.of the specral natural values of the Park tounst trafflc is. charactenstlcally
seasonal (picture No 1). Increased 1nterest in: thrs area is observed from April to June in
2004 (during these months more than 52% of all regrstered tourist traffic took place).. The
‘biggest percentage of the visitors is observed in May — more than 20% of all the tourists. It
results from the bigger number of birds' observers' arrivals and organised school groups:
The rise of the tourist traffic reappears visibly in the autumn months — September and Octo-
ber, as-a result of the-visits of the omnithological faun's lovers; which is connected with the
‘convenient conditions . of . migrating birds ‘observation. Spnng period : favours examrnmg
meadow ecosystems, where colourful plants create a colourfut landscape. -
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-+ Picture No 1.:The percentage of seasonality of the organised tourist traffic registered by
- "Warta's Estuary” National Park's administration in 2004 == :

A growrng number of people vrsrtrng "Wartas Estuary" National Park in August 2004 is worth
noticing. The reason of this interest was organised for the first time'in 2004 Cow’s feast, promotrng
extensrve pasturage of fam animals as'a condition of preserving uniqueT ‘meadow ecosystems. -

‘Based on the research led by the co-author-of the article, it was possible to isolate a krnd
of a profile‘of a tourist visiting the area of the Park and its nerghbourhood Domrnatrng peo-
ple are aged 21-40, with a hrgher or secondary education, coming from the town. It is mainly
atypeofan explorer who = visiting the area for the first time- discovers especrally the natu-
ral characteristic features of the area. Exploring the values of the place was easier thanks to
a private means of transport. The person usually organised the stay on his/her own, restrng
with friends or family. A prefferred type of accomodation'was a tourism cottage or and an-
grotourism place, usually the stay lasted up to three days. Most of the visitors were people
choosrng active holidays, both at home or during longer free penods e

" As we wanted to describe tourist function in'the region of "Warta's Estuary" National Park
more precisely, certain indicators of its rntensrty were chosen to be analysed (table No 2)

Source: authors study Yol k et

<+ TableNo 2 ¢ e =
Compared rndrcators concernrng tourrsttraffc (2004) ) S
-+ Indicator . ~Tourists * Schneider's .} Charvats |
‘ Communrty/regron e number ST Indrcatora : ”"‘In‘dicatorbr’,”*"
Krosmce o 808 - - #1011 G318
Milioz vt oo *8464‘ ol 3 Qe e 138 8 v
Odolandw..::' R R - B0 4B, i
Przygodzice = i os an et o 8897 | et 76,8 e TGS e
Trzebnica v i § g o B837 ket 3 e [ 35 4 e T
Zmigréd.» e 1576 v are 0,4 e i 35,8
"BaryczVaIIey” Landscape Park ~ 21204 | < 28,28 | 75,27 oY
GOFZYCE bk : i':»‘:,«732 v [ 1780 i ] 35,80 0
Slonsk: Lo e o oy (e 288 o L 400 e 9,0 |
Witnica i 3245 - | 25,00 | 208483
Krzeszyce -. it 1o 182 ] 404 | 404 ot o
"Warta's Estuary" Natronal Park 439347 ' «a‘f,v,1294= ol 128,350 o)

- a-tourists.number/inhabitants numberx 100 ;
b - given accommodatron number/inhabitants numberx 100

189



.. Source:. authors study based on the materrals of Regronal Data Bank GUS (General
Statlstlcs Office) + P
‘Despite low, values of the. shown measures |t |s necessary to emphesrse the fact of the
development of a.tourist function, progressing anng the evolution. of the environmental
protection in this area. These changes resulted in creating tourism function in some com-
munities; where tourism infratstructure was developed (mainly agrotourism accommodation,
bike and binoculars rentals, and tourist information points). In case, of one community the
process of area protectlon made it much more tourrstrcally attractive and made the existing
tourism space "younger”. | o
" “The tourist function created in "Wartas Estuary" Natlonal Park and its nelghbourhood is
characterised by a visible specialisation process. It is.confirmed by both intensity and sea-
onallty indicators as well as by the parts of the local tourist product and tourist profile.
THE EXAMPLE OF "BARYCZ VALLEY” LANDSCAPEPARK =
"Barycz Valley” Landscape Park is the biggest protected area of this kind in Poland, it
covers 87040 ha; it was created in 1996. The area protects the brggest agglomeratron of
ponds in Europe and the species of birds which nest there:. <
‘ Barycz is'an unusual river.in the whole world — its. waters ﬂow srmulanously to the west
‘and east to two different flows, It is a hydrographlc oddity: called, bifurcation.: In-the past,
Barycz was characterised by one more. interesting feature:~ it- was an -anastomosing river
(plaited), which means flowing in’ two or more equal channels; often:winding, usually with
small slopes and equal flow (Geographrcal Encyclopeadia of the World; 1):. At the moment in
the world there are not too many flows of this kind because of the channel's regulations.and
“irrigation; the most famous and still existing. are the Amazon River, Medelra Rro Negro
Okawango and the only Polish — Narew.. - -
_Many channels of Barycz were used to build ponds WhICh Barycz Valley is famous for
- as the channels’ Ieadlng water to them. This environment has a strong connection with rich
omithological fauna, which-find great conditions for reproduction, especially among rushes.
~ Inthe analysed 10 years (years 1995- 2004), despite frequent fluctuations, the size of the
tourist traffic within the checked area has risen only slightly, to the level of 26559 tourists-by
705 people (3%). In the researched penod the tourist traffic in Poland was by 11% higher in
Poland. These value shows that there is a stable interest and popularity of the.researched
area among tourists. However, taking:into consideration the-fact that generally.in-Poland
there is an increase in tourism, in case of Barycz Valley we can talk about stagnation. -
. Communities .where ‘tourism traffic is noticed can be clearly ‘divided :into ,two - groups:
absolutely tourist, where 88% of the tourism traffic in‘the researched area is generated and
communities* where the ‘number of tourists is not:high (12%of the” registered people). The -
- phenomena can be explained by hrgh tourist attractiveness of the commiuinities in the first group, -
as well as the fact that there are specific accommodation conditions, especially leisure centres
and the weekend and holiday centres as well as the complexes of tourist cottages. ol
The above mentioned fact shows that tourism traffic in the area of ,Barycz Valley is not equally -
spread — there are its centres, especially in the areas.which are:most attractive-in:riatural nd
cultural way. However, tourists tend to avoid naturally attractlve areas with no tourism management :
The average lenght of a stay.in the researched area in the last 10 years was 4 days it
may be proving the general, tendency to make"holiday. stays shorter. in order to- go toa
bigger number of places; apart from a few exceptions, the average lenght of a stay.was no
longer than 7 days. Hence, it is difficult to'talk ‘about a long- term'tourism, but'on the. other
hand - in the researched area the most- common‘ is a type of accommodatron which -
encourages a development of thls type of rest.: HERR 3 '

190



“In'the fesearched area there were'also observed big fluctuations in’ seasonahty of tourist -
traff ic - the highest frequency of tourist arrivals was ‘registered -in Algust; " July,*June and
September; while the lowest number of Visits characterises January, February and March. The

- difference between the biggest ~ August — tourist traffic (225%), and the smallest — January ~
(39%) is 186%! The researched area is obviously characterised by high seasonality, however big

fourist traffic is also observed in May and October, making this seasonality a'bit smaller (picture

'No 2). It needs to be emphasised that the tourist traffic in the researched area is a year-long one

-~ itis present in every of the twelve months.:The' phenomena is influenced especially by hunting.
The fact can be. easily. proved by comparing-seasonality “of the; tourist: traffic swith.a"hunting

calendar (Environmental Minister's Act O 167 March, 2005 on setting the game hunting periods,
J.0 L5:48.459; 5).In some communities the peak of the season was moved to autumn months,

- in some it was extended by this time. From September to 21 December-the ornithological fauna
can-be hunted (ducks, geese, grey herons and coots),-which are the specialty .of the area.
Autumn is also the peak time for deer hunting - deer, roe deer and also fallow’ deer can be
seen in the:area, In spring.and summer months. (Apnl July) only boars can be-hunted - -

.hence hunting tourism.is not big at this time. Here.we also need to point out that huntmg is

“the.most dlsputatlous form of tourism [6], conﬂlctmg wnth its other type and what:i _'the
most important ~ with environmental protection. . " . ° SR T

“Picture 2. Seasonallty indicators for registered tounst traffrc in the area of commumtles whlch
B are an admlnlstratrve part of "Brycz Valley" Landscape Park in 2004 LRI

Source authors study based on the matenals form statlstlc off ces of Poznan and
Wroc aw ‘ :
Recurrence ‘of tounst traff cis observed in months when the fru1ts of the forest can be
picked — it is the'turn of June and July, when blueberry has its fruits; if the years are humid
enough, the season is extended éven until the end of August. In August on the other hand, -
cowberry can be found, a very good accompaniment to meet, especially venison. In’ the
researched area, it in a sense replaces cranberry. In the subject area a Rubus'type of
bushes: isvery- popular ~ since - July different kinds" of raspberry, ‘and since” August -
blackberry, richly present in the area. The fand of "Barycz Valley"Landscape Park is famous
for mushrooms forests ~the season starts here'i in May,-and lasts - if there is no'slight frost
- even in November: Of course,:the intensity of tourist traffic.connected. with mushrooming
depends on weather.- the-more humid and warm; which means bigger possibility of finding
mushrooms ~ the bigger the traffic is. K. Kozuchowski [4] compared the recreational need to
pick the fruits of the forest with an old instinct to search food...As it is shown - |t is naturally
reasonable that i in some communities tourist season |s moved to these months :
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; ,* ‘It :needs: to.be emphasised: that both - huntrng and fruits of the forest gathenng is
;f;,forbrdden in the area of national parksI Cin
7 In case of angling, the situation is totally drfferent as i shenes m the researched area are
commercral and ‘stocked with*fry, 'so they are under the owners' regulatlons and tourrst
trafr c appears only.when they are made avarlable in the summer peak season. '
< Summarising the presented information we can say that the strongest tourist traffic in the whoIe
researched area is-in summer months (July and- August). There is also a significant number of
amivals in-Mayand June, and also.in Autumn-= until November. The. fact is connected wrth a
x;,,specralrsed accommodation places (hunting quarters) and their guests, who hunt. o
= Concerning'the size of the towns of the origin of the tourists, 60% pornted to towns of
‘;more than'100.thousand citizens! Generally, from town were over 87% of the tourists. It
rshows that 'town inhabitants choose non-urbanised and naturally- valuable ‘areas as their
‘holiday: destination; on ‘the’ other hand’ we need to remember that tounsm does not
icharactense people coming from rural areas. - :

~Concluding, we can saythat 'Barycz Valley Landscape Park is’ a recreatron area of
!regronal meaning. Visitors from'places situated more than 120 km from it are rather transit

“tourists, who spend here only one night. In no way can we talk about a natronal rmportance
of the tourist function of the researched area’- -

Demographrc structure ‘is important- rnformatron concernrng tourlst traff c. Among the
tounsts there are' more women(57%). The 'visitors' in the -area show an interesting age
structure, as the group of people aged 20 to 34 is the biggest (34%)..It can be explained by
the fact that the existing accommodation base is quite cheap, of rather a low standard, and
the level of the service quality is not the most important criteria for the youth while choosrng
tourist destination; available price is much more important. In the second place (16%) there
is a group of children and young school people aged 8 to 19 ~ families with children are a
very important group of tourists; what.is' more, sport camps are orginised in Milicz for this
age group. A.group of elderly. people is also of big significance, aged 50 to 59. Those
tourists are most often people whose companies used to own company recreation centres in
this area. The places were sold or privatised; but old customers still come.

Having gathered data conceming the number of given accommodation and the number of
registered tourists, we can try to define the intensity of tourist traffic nad the meaning of tourist
function in this area. Two indicators, Charvat's and Schneider’s were developed (table No 2). -

Summarising the height of Schneider's indicator we need to say-that the researched

“area does not have a well-developed tourist function (which is good when the parameter is
above 100) [7], [3]. It means the area.is of not too big- tourist importance : nationally.
However, Charvat's indicator showing tourism intensity is quite high — even though:it also
does not ‘exceed the value of, 1100 (for such areas tourism is important in their functioning).

. Summarising. the characterisation of the tourist. traffic in the area-of-"Barycz Valley”
Landscape Park we can say that it is mostly: restrng and hollday traff C, and rts main
partrcrpants are families wrth chrldren and the youth o R

Summary . ’ ; ‘

. -.Both presented protected areas are charactensed by srmrlar ecosystems but the range
of protection is different in thém — that is why they can be compared. -

- All the presented above facts prove the thesis that creating a protected area mtensrﬁes tounst
trafﬁc ; even in such specific areas , not adequate for mass tourism; like mud and water areas. -

“For: both national and landscape parks, tourist function-is:one of the'main ones there
Unfortunately, strongly developing tourism carries also some dangers. These are mainly too
strongly developed tourist management and illegal summer holrday resorts burldlng Despite
the risk of natural-and social environment degradatlon which is possible in protected areas,
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tourism - should: still be"developed — of course’in the conditions of balanced development.
However, in national parks mass tourism function should be limited to the lagging (which
has a lower protecting rigour) because of the special value of the natural environment. In a
sense as a replacement, a tourist function should-be developed:in landscape parks - it will
reIleve too concentrated tourist traffic in national parks RER

‘The reasearches showed the. the” development of tourism is’ irregular - which has

posrtrve results for the protected areas — it allows to protect naturally most atfractive areas.
In" the ‘examined " parks - we :can’ observe spherical character of tourist function which is
connected with the specific character of the areas: "Warta's Estuary" has lagging‘which
"keeps a part of tourist traffic, while the most valuable areas of "Barycz Valley” are protected
by the sanctuary status where tourism can only have a linéar character’ along the marked
‘walking paths.- What is’more; the existing mud and water ecosystems in-a way naturally
exclude the interest of mass tourism with these areas, attracting to those areas mainly the travellers
‘aware of the value of the areas, who are not dangerous for natural ecosystems ‘additionally - the
areas are rather difficult to explore In addition, a big part of the Landscape Park is owned by fishing
farms, where tresspassing is strictly forbidden ‘and they are protected by fishing guards; while in the
National Park there is park guard checking respecting the negulatlons ltis a benefcral srtuatlon
especially conceming protection of the nesting avifauna. . -

As a conclusion we need to point out that in the protected areas tounst functlon should not
dominate. In case of national parks, the main function should be the protection of a unique -
Poland and even the world —nature. Landscape parks, however, :are created in @ bit’ less
naturally attractive areas, and they should become a kind of bumper grading tourist traffic. They
should also have a multifunctional. character, which needs to be an.aim in the areas where
automatically the harmonious interaction between culture and nature must be kept, which are a
part of the ecodevelopment rules. If tourism develops without them we can expect — especially in
the protected areas — a catastrophy — |. Kamigniecka [2] estimates that the influence of tourism
in natural degradation amounts to 6%, yet in case of towns overburdened with tourlst traffic
it amounts to even 40%, reached by llght and heavy.industry...- -

- Atthe end we need to emphasise that both areas are very specrt” ic, protectmg one of the
biggest water ecosystems (backwaters and ponds) which is connected with tourists' specrf c
interests. That is why the results of the researches cannot be generalised for all the*
landscape and national’ parks in Poland but they mlght be the begglnlng for further analysrs
led also mternatronally n , o
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