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RURAL TOURISM AS A FACTOR OF SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION L

J Majewskl oL
A :Agncultural Umverslty of Poznan, Agr/tounsm Un/t Poland

Thls paper propose to look at rural tourism as a possnble engine for local development

It is 'the' primary. purpose of ‘developing tourism:' to be‘a" source of employment. and
income. But rural tourismgoes far beyond that aim giving other benef“ Clal effects whlch can
be seen as secondary but have great importance to transformation. PN

“The paper focuses on the following* aspects First,: strategles and concepts of rural
development and the place of rural tourism in them; Second different (direct and non direct)
benefits from rural tourism, which stimulate change of rural world Thlrd some examples of
arguments from Poland achievements in rural tourism. " v

“WHY:RURAL AREAS NEED-TRANSFORMATION 7 TenE L

: Rural'Poland is a remarkable survival; it still reflects past times, past llfe styles values and
cultures, past'markets and a’past world. <In:eastem  part of-the’ country it is'a oomplex living
museum: with great national; ecological ‘and heritage-value. * But'it is under serious: threat of
destruction,'as powerful global forces bring new trends in fannmg, food and marketing. Like rural
regions‘and lifestyles in other countries, Poland's oountry3|de may lose its rich reglonal ldentltles
and values. It is already losmg many ofits young people to city regions [5, 9. :

-Poland's rural world is at a tuming point - it faces-the need to refresh and renew- and
build on its past ~ or lose its significance. The paper concentrates on the development of
rural tourism; not to replace farming but to complement it, and to-help introduce new ideas
and income _streams as a catalyst for rural economic, social and cultural regeneratlon
Sustainable rural tourism_has: become a key: |ngred|ent in modem rural. development in
many parts of the developed world: -

. Most of European states expenenced a 40- 0% reductlon in thelr agncultural workforce

" Countries in central and eastern Europe have been also treated as. being.in "transition”
or “transformatlon ‘Transition is.a term.employed (not always consciously) to represent a
prescriptive set of uni-linear conceptual attitudes which locate the;shiftaway:from-central
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;economlo planning ‘almost exclusrvely in terms of market-onented reform:” Stnctly defined,
- ‘transition is concémed: with moving between two known poiiits, the final dimension ofkwhlch
‘in this case is the lntegratlon or prosp ,f,rntegratmn or munrst stateS‘ to tlte
- world economy [3, 22]. : " e
_ As an alternative. framework concept transformatron although embracmg fundamental
structural change, is'less concermed with an end state, being open-ended and’ ‘allowing for
- the substantial (converging and diverging) differences which exist - between’ former
- communist countries. Transformation implies flexible approaches which' ‘respect culture,
- sovereignty and peoples apprehensions, and .which canbe imbued with . ideals and
sustainability and.equality cannot be accommodated  within transrtron Each country has a
- distinctive and unique path of extrication from state socialism.”

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT-AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM :

Concept of sustainable development may. provrde a useful tool for understandlng such
processes. -*Rural..development is. a. deliberate- process “of sustained - and - sustainable
economic, social, cultural and environmental change desngned toi |mprove the quality of life
of the Iocal populatron of a rural region”...[1, 4] .

Tourism has -been. one of .the great- growth rndustnes of the last 50 years, providing
employment and transferring wealth from cities and industrial regrons to the resort regions of
the world. In.the last twenty years, tourism has changed .It-is no longer tied to holiday
resorts. Milions of travelers now travel to' see.and: enjoy | the world's cities and'cultural -
centers. And millions more.seek rural holidays, to see and enjoy,nature, to enjoy traditional
rural cultures.  They also seek adventure and activity holrdays and, in contrast some seek
calm and solitude in-the countryside. “Rural tourism is a growth mdustry within tourism.
Experience in Europe introduced. the world-to the concept of .sustainable rural tourism, a
management concept that conserves rural:regions, and uses.tourism as a tool for- their
conservation and the well-being of their peoples and economles Sustainable rural tourism,
now recognized by the World Tourism Organization and many other bodres uses a vanety
of tried and tested management techniques, .

Sustainable rural tourism is not an end in itself, but a mechanrsm to conserve nature to
work with the farming. community,-and: to help recognize-and conserve small town and
village communities and their traditional ways of life.~ .The aim is to help rural Japan to
‘recognize its strengths, and convert them into products that the market values. Thus rural
hospitality and buildings can become interesting places to visit and stay in. And fields that
grow crops and trees -can become. places for walking-and. cycling, ‘as well as food
production. Rural life styles can become sustainable through recognrtlon of their worth and
the income they generate from visitors; Tural: landscapes and countrysrde are ustarnable
because they are valued-as Visitor attractions A, 12]. - it

Shortly speaking sustainable tourism means three "e aspects economrc ecologlcal
ethical and balance between economic and' ecologrc It requrres an integrated approach to
rural development ‘involve™ alI sectors (publlc pnvate and voluntary) and be based on
partnershrp ‘and collaboration™ S

UNDERSTANDING RURAL TOURISM ‘ ' hente

‘Rural tourism. is not a’simply tourism ‘which takes places in the countryslde It is-more
complrcated and multidimensional question. The narrow definition is that it is farm tourism or
agritourism. But Lane [6, 40] has proposed-wider definition. “Rural tourism is a complex
miulti-faced activity: it is not just farm-based tourism, It includes farm-baseéd holldays but also
comprises’ special-interest nature- holidays and ecotourism, walking, ‘climbing and riding
holidays, adventure, ‘sport and health' tourism; huntlng and anglmg, ‘educational travel, arts
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and heritage: tounsm /It -means. that rural. tounsm ignore . large-scale -mass recreation
complexes which are located in rural areas but are not functionally rural. They are known as
fourismi in rural areas, Specific of.rural tourism is that is'built upon the rural wortd s specral
features open space and nature, traditional communities ‘and hentage -
i~i~ BENEFITS FROM RURAL TOURISM ;
. Developing .tourism. can bnng costs and benefts Some most lmportant benefts are

hsted below: [6, 24- 35] R T T S

. Economlc

multlpllereffect L

_more diversified economy

““new jobs for local people " . .-

»:,altematlve or supplementary mcome

-~ higher vulnerability of local economy

development of businesses " R

- o ’;Qattractmg other busmesses (not drrectly related to tounsm)
2:Social - .

; yencourage collaboratlon and collective communlty activities

" “school of entrepreneurshlp Wthh isfi f rst step to other busmesses

“higher level of educatron e

> better infrastructure - ¢ e T

~higher level of life SRS

”’j"}lrmltlng mlgratlon to cmes and even abroad

‘ aesthetlcs of archltecture and desrgn
“_conservation of heritage =~
> better communication and understandmg o
i f"“"space transformatlon s

> cleaner nature T
ff‘f*;i better protectlon of natural and cultural resources o
> - better waste management " ERAE M 21
“'new protected areas as guarantee of nature qualrty R
' certification systems - .
blodynamlc agnculture

e

fi.f»'RESULTS OF RURAL TOURISM DEVELOPMENT —CASE OF POLAND .
“Based on 15 years of expenence we ¢an show the' mam results of rural tounsm
.. Economic . ——

20 000 accommodatron units

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ G610 beds = 200,000 x 20 USD x ao,' -
ays 320 millions USD direct turnover.+ 160 mllhons USD income)
Indirect incomes |s estimated at the Ievel of mlmmum 160 mrlhons USD [2 17 :

2 Social - S
L 130 reglonal and local organlzatlons over60% very actlve not only in the; ;
;,t"eld of .rural tounsm)but' also in- orgamzmg‘, local life. and mrtrahzmg new,
. innovative mlttatlves et col ot ~
- 3: Educatlonal ‘ i
e Specnal educatlonal system from baSIC courses o unrversrty Ievel There. - .
. vis-a. specral system .of, educat|on and: advise in.the field .of rural tourism.; -




"= Thousands *people ‘ graduated’ basic and advanced - courses-during-last 15
years. About two thousand specialists got master of art degree at 5 agncultural
universities whlch teach rural tounsm

~4:Environmental . - . g

o s New. faorlltles for better respectrng and protectlng natural systems Areas
where ural -tourism . is - developed - have better ‘waste . management (incl. .

. segregation), sewage and cleanlng systems ¢ and lower poIIutron .

e

FUTURE o
 What should be the aims for future. A'f rst arm should be. to stop the acceleratrng declme
of the rural Poland, give it time to take stock of the many possibilities it has, and to consider-

- what sort'of countrysrde we: seek ln the future One possrble overall future can- be

t suggested as follows.. :

Rural Poland should begln to move forward from a countrysrde domlnated by agncultural
development to become a more diversified countrysrde with a broader economy, capable of
supporting many different types of jobs; including tourism. This would offer a higher qualrty
of life, and a way of supporting’ modem servrces and the cultural and natural hentage Slx
overall aims are suggested; seeking: - e

**1.A living countryside, with thriving rural communmes and access to hrgh qualrty publrc services.:

"2.A working-countryside, ‘with *a" diverse - economy, mcludlng farmlng, forestry and
tourism, giving-high and stable levels of employment. q .

3A protected countryside in which the cultural and: natural envrronment is sustarned and
- enhanced,‘and which alf' - visitors and local people - can enjoy and celebrate. .

4.A valuable countrysrde contributing .o the well ‘being’ of all the Japanese people
actlng as custodian - of their. hentage, source . of their- food place for therr relaxation and
~fitness, offering an alternatlve to big city life. : o

5.A vibrant countrysrde which can understand drscuss and shape |ts own future and Irve
well without subsidy. N

6.A fashionable countrysrde wrth a strong and posrtlve |mage burlt upon |ts great
strengths and values of quality of life, natural and cultural heritage, tranqurllrty, freedom’ to
enjoy a healthy outdoor life, and the many. personal contacts that rural communities offer. ™

The'aimis a countrysrde of renewal;.resurgence and’ re-drscovery, replacing decline and
decay. City life'too, would benefit from the new counfryside = as.pressures of congestion are
relieved, ‘as outdoor recreation opportunities are created, and'as'new ideas begin to come:
back tothe cities: from“a resurgent countryside. We' suggest the way for-developing’
sustainable rural tourism’ which can contribute to ‘developing such living, workrng, protected
valuable and vrbrant rural areas “To reach thls new future will be a lengthy task. :
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